
Sandown Primary School and Nursery 

English Curriculum 

Our English scheme of work uses the school developed READER approach.  

T:\Curriculum\Curriculum Subjects\English\Medium Term Plans  

R - Read E - Engage A - Analyse D - Draft E- Edit R - Review 

Read the class 
text. These are 
chosen to 
provide a 
range of genres 
across the Key 
Stages and 
often drive the 
class topic, 
linking with 
other subject 
areas. 

Engage in the 
class text 
through 
speaking and 
listening 
activities, 
Reciprocal 
Reading 
strategies and 
exploration of 
language. 
Introduce 
inspired ideas 
for writing. 

Analyse the 
text type to be 
used in the 
writing phase 
including 
structure, 
grammatical 
features and 
language. 
Rehearse ideas 
orally and in 
writing. 

Draft the 
writing. This 
will usually 
start with a 
plan whether 
that be a 
picture, story 
map, story 
mountain or 
paragraph 
notes. Talk for 
writing is also a 
powerful tool. 

Edit the writing 
for spelling and 
punctuation; 
grammatical 
and language 
choices as well 
as consistency 
and cohesion. 

Review your 
writing.  
Share your 
writing with 
your peers, 
teacher or 
extended 
audiences.  
 

 

 

  

EYFS and KS1 use Read Write Inc to teach 

phonics and Book Club. Jolly phonics 

songs and actions provide additional 

support. Narrative Therapy strategy is 

used to develop comprehension skills. 

KS2 use the Oxford 

Reading Tree 

Treetops series to 

teach reading in 

their Book Club 

lessons. 

1. 

Phonological 

Awareness 

2. 

Phonics 

3. 

Fluency 
 

4. 

Vocabulary 

5. 

Comprehension 
 

The Five Cornerstones of Reading Sandown’s 5 Key Methods to Teach Reading 

1. Class Text - drives the English Scheme of Work 

and often links with the class topic (Wider 

Reading), a vehicle to teach the Reciprocal 

Reading Strategies. 

2. Class Reader - the alternative bedtime story 

“Are you sitting comfortably? Then I will begin.” 

(Reading for Pleasure) 

3. Book Club - children grouped into similar 

abilities reading a book pitched at their level to 

develop word reading, fluency, vocabulary and 

apply comprehension skills. This becomes the 

child’s ‘Reading Book’ and is taken home. 

4. Reading for Pleasure - a time to share and talk 

about books. A time to select a book from the 

library and/or book band boxes to read at home. 

The children may need support/guidance with 

this. (Reading for Pleasure) 

5. Reading in the Curriculum - an opportunity to 

apply reading skills for a purpose in other areas 

of the curriculum. (Wider Reading) 
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Reciprocal Reading Strategies \\sandown-srv1\icons$\Desktops\All_Years\Literacy\Reading   

These are taught during the ‘Read and Engage’ phases of the English Scheme of Work based on the class  

text. They are then consolidated and applied during Book Club when children are working with a book 

matching their reading ability.   
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  Vocabulary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary Strategies 

Capturing 
vocabulary 
from Class Text 

Vocabulary 
Check in Book 
Club books - 
Clarifier 

Using context 
clues – YN-Y6 
Using 
dictionaries – 
Y4-Y6  
NB Dictionary 
races in Y3 & 4 

Vocabulary 
‘Ping Pong’ 

Investigating 
words eg 
prefixes, 
suffixes, root 
words, rhyme, 
synonyms and 
antonyms 

Subject 
vocabulary 
mats using 
Communicate 
in Print 
Topic word 
banks 

Vocabulary – 
change the 
word 
definitions 

Vocabulary 
cartoon 
drawing 

Vocabulary 
actions/ 
roleplay 

Vocabulary is also taught during spelling lessons in YR-Y6. 
 
In addition, Y5 and Y6 use ‘Mrs Wordsmith’ resources  
to introduce a word a day. 

Daily class story and modelling quality oral language exposes children to a wider vocabulary allowing 
children to become acquainted with an increasing number of words before they are established. 

All pupils are assessed using Language Link – Speech and Language support is given to those children 
requiring direct learning of predominately Tier 1 words. 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://magazine.mrswordsmith.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Mrs-Wordsmith-Word-Maps.png&imgrefurl=https://magazine.mrswordsmith.com/&docid=b1tgfRPd06bOXM&tbnid=BizfoY0TxyySsM:&vet=10ahUKEwid0qGgj43iAhVBtHEKHSxODmsQMwg9KAAwAA..i&w=600&h=600&bih=963&biw=1920&q=Mrs%20Wordsmith&ved=0ahUKEwid0qGgj43iAhVBtHEKHSxODmsQMwg9KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwih4ZyRkI3iAhUEA2MBHUPXDgEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://mikedempsey.typepad.com/graphic_journey_blog/2018/05/wise-words-from-mrs-wordsmith.html&psig=AOvVaw00d-rSn8VgGA3pUNYgaSM6&ust=1557445861415886
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Handwriting 

EYFS and Y1 Y2-Y6 

https://www.teachhandwriting.co.uk/ – 
4 Essential Key Strengths 
Pre-handwriting Patterns 
Read Write Inc – 
letter families 
Always check for correct sitting position and pencil grip. 

Topical Resources – 
Handwriting Made Simple 
 
Children begin to join-up their  
handwriting and are expected to  
develop a fluent and legible script. 

Pen Licence – In Year 3 and 4 children begin to practise writing in pen during Spelling lessons in order to 
earn their ‘Pen Licence’. In Y5 and Y6 all children are expected to write in pen in most subjects.  

 

Spelling 

EYFS and Y1 Y2-Y6 

Topical Resources – Spelling 
This scheme provides lists of words in patterns 
based on ‘Letters and Sound’. 
Therefore, you may need to change the order in 
which you teach the lists to match with the speed 
sounds taught in RWI. 

Read Write Inc Spelling  
This is a whole-class computer-based scheme with 
accompanying workbooks. 
 
Y3-4 also have personalised spelling books 
 

Spelling home learning is sent home on the school spelling and handwriting sheet on Fridays and 
returned on the following Wednesday. 

Teachers must have high expectations for spelling when writing by providing vocabulary mats, word 
cards and word banks. When words are not available, the children are expected to apply known phonics 
and spelling patterns/rules as well as ask their peers. When the children are ready, they may use 
dictionaries; however, it is important that in Y3 and Y4 the children have plenty of opportunities to 
practise using a dictionary. 

 

Time Allocation – There will be weeks when this will not be achievable due to curriculum enrichment 

activities. 

EYFS & Y1  5 x 1hr Phonics and Book Club Sessions 

  2 x 1hr Literacy Sessions 

  1 x 1/2 hr Library Session 

Time to change their Reading for Pleasure Books 3 times a week 

Y2   4 x 1hr Phonics and Book Club Lessons 

2 x 50min Literacy Lessons 

  1 x 1/2 hr Library Session 

5 x 15mins Spelling Lessons 

Time to change their Reading for Pleasure Books 2 times a week 

KS2   4 x 50min Literacy Lessons 

  1 x 1/2 hr Library Session/Reading for Pleasure 

  4 x 30mins Book Club Lessons  

5 x 15min Spelling Lessons 
 

The children should be expected to apply their reading and writing skills in all curriculum subjects. 

 

 

 

  

As the children prepare for SATs, 

the timetable will resemble KS2. 

https://www.teachhandwriting.co.uk/

